Single Data Return changes for 2011

See below for an update on the changes to the Single Data Return 2011 and some next steps for 2012.  
We would like to thank those who provided feedback in response to the set of proposed changes published in April this year.  

We have worked with the members of the Sector Advisory Group to consider both the proposed changes and the feedback received. 

The full set of changes is set out in the File and Field Specifications Changes 2011 Single Data Return.  
2011 Changes
File Specification – Qualification Completion File.

The Year Graduated field will be removed and there will be subsequent changes to validations 568, 575, and 587.

Feedback from the sector indicated that they were no longer using this field.

Field Specification - Citizen 

A new validation has been introduced where Citizen for Type D students cannot be recorded as ‘999’.  There is also a new code for United Nations Refugees (UNR).

This change in the validation is in line with sector feedback.
Field Specification – Complete

Warnings 390, 543, and Error 391 have been updated to more accurately capture course completions.  These changes accommodate sector concern about postgraduate programmes and exceptional circumstance that arise for individual students.

Field Specification – PBRF_CRS_COMP_YR

Validation 552 has been updated to show an error when the completion year is blank.
TEC STEO - PBRF Variable Research Factor (VRF)

Please note that this is not a change to SDR but in 2011 the PBRF Variable Research Factor (VRF) field will be added to the add new course, and course edit pages on TEC STEO, and be available for TEOs to update, if they choose to do so. Initially TEC will populate the field from existing PBRF course data. For new courses, the field will not be mandatory for TEOs to populate, even if the course is PBRF eligible. If the TEO chooses not to populate the field, it will be populated as part of a TEC internal business process.

SDR wording changes

A number of wording changes will be included in the revised SDR manual for 2011.  This will be published later in the year.  These changes will focus on clarifying wording or terminology that feedback indicates there is a need. 

Proposed changes that will not progress in 2011
A number of other proposed changes and respective feedback were discussed with the Sector Advisory Group.  
In general, the need for change was accepted and it was agreed that further work with input from the sector was needed to progress the changes.  
Issues to be taken into account include identifying the best way forward which will minimise the compliance impact for providers as well as the sectors’ need for full detail on performance linked funding.
The Sector Advisory Group will work with agencies to consider:

· Identifying the amount of prior learning to support the calculation of the qualification completion indicator

· Changes to the way ‘student type’ is determined so that only formal qualification completion data is reported

· Improving the information collected on first year students
· Clarity of wording and terminology.
If you have any questions regarding any of these documents please send an email to the Sector Service Desk at sector.servicedesk@minedu.govt.nz. 
